Community Vitality Defined

This paper provides a research-based review of concepts and definitions of community vitality, community development, community economic development and economic development. First, definitions from prominent community development professionals are presented. The paper concludes with a summary of selected definitions which are compared to provide evidence of the many similarities and subtle differences in the definition of these important concepts.
In: Grigsby, William. "Community Vitality: Some Conceptual Considerations". Northeast Regional Center for Rural Development:Pennsylvania State University, October, 2001.
Community vitality means different things to different scholars and practitioners.

Community vitality is a complex, multi-dimensional concept that defies easy definition. (Flora)

Community vitality as a concept appears to be maturing.

Community vitality themes include:

· Change-The community's collective capacity to respond to change

· Opportunity-The community's self-determination to pursue their aspirations.

· Agency-The community's capacity for collective action.

· Diversity-The community's diverse and enhanced level of participation.

· Economy-The community's level of healthy and productive economy.

· Politics-The community's successful distribution of power and resources.

Community vitality includes the ability to organize, mobilize and act in an effective manner having consequences for the community and its members. (Bowles)

Community Vitality: Defined as a process of capacity building toward the goal of economic development.
In: Deller, Steven. “What is Community Economic Development”.  University of Wisconsin-Extension. PowerPoint
Community Development: Building community assets, institutions and capacity. (Deller)

Community Economic Development: Balancing economic development with social, cultural and environmental desires. (Deller)

Economic Development: Building economic opportunity, enhanced economic well-being and a resilient economy. (Deller)
Economic Development: Asset building (e.g., skills and capacities of individuals, associations and institutions within a locality) lays the foundation upon which economic development is built.
Community Economic Development: Defined as the creation and implementation of strategies to promote the economic well-being of the community. (Shaffer)
In: Blakely, Edward J. and Bradshaw, Ted K. Planning Local Economic Development. Third Edition. Thousand Oaks, California: Sage Publications, 2002.
Economic Development: Defined as process requiring the ability to facilitate interaction, to mobilize stakeholders, and to reconcile different goals and values among key development actors.
Philips. R. and R.M. Pittman. An Introduction to Community Development. Routledge: New York, 2009.
Community Development: Defined by most practitioners as an outcome (physical, social, and economic improvement in a community) and by most academicians as a process (the ability of communities to act collectively and enhancing the ability to do so). (Phillips and Pittman)

Temali, Mihailo. The Community Economic Development Handbook. St. Paul: Amherst H. Wilder Foundation, 2002.

Community Economic Development: Defined as actions taken by an organization to improve the economic situation of local residents (income and assets) and local businesses (profitability and growth); and enhance the community’s quality of life as a whole (appearance, safety, gathering places, and sense of positive momentum).

Summary and Selected Strong Definitions

The section includes a summary of selected definitions which are compared to provide evidence of the many similarities and subtle differences in the definition of these important concepts.
Community Vitality: Defined as the community's collective capacity to respond to change with an enhanced level of participation (a process) with aspirations for a healthy and productive community (an outcome or vision of success). (Grabow and possibly the Community Vitality and Placemaking Team) 

Community Development*: Defined by most practitioners as an outcome (physical, social, and economic improvement in a community) and by most academicians as a process (the ability of communities to act collectively and enhancing the ability to do so). (Phillips and Pittman)

Community Economic Development: Defined as actions to improve the economic situation of local residents (income and assets) and local businesses (profitability and growth); and enhance the community’s quality of life as a whole (appearance, safety, gathering places, and sense of positive momentum). (Temali)

Economic Development: Defined as the creation and implementation of strategies to promote the economic well-being of the community. (Shaffer)
*Asset Based Community Development: Defined as a strategy or specific community development approach that builds on the assets that are already found in the community and mobilizes individuals, associations and institutions in order to create local economic and community opportunity. (Andresen as adapted by Grabow)
Prepared By: Steve Grabow, Professor and Community Development Educator; Co-Team Leader University of Wisconsin-Extension, Community Vitality and Placemaking Team, May 22, 2014
Resources

What is Economic Development?: Concepts and Practice (29 pages 11MB) By Steve Grabow, Professor and Community Development Educator, UW-Extension; in collaboration with Laura Brown, Community Development Specialist, UW Extension.

Definitions of Economic Development (3 pages 24KB) Prepared by Steve Grabow, Professor and Community Development Educator, UW Extension

JCEDC Focus and Summary Statements (3 pages, 177 KB, pdf)

Poster Plan of Jefferson County Comprehensive Plan with Economic Development Emphasis (2 pages 4 MB) Coordinated by Steve Grabow, Professor and Community Development Educator, UW-Extension

Additional Reference:
http://wp.aae.wisc.edu/ced/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2013/06/CED-What-Is-It.pdf  Community Development, Economic Development, or Community Economic Development? An Introduction By Steve Deller, Professor and Community Development Economist, UW-Madison/Extension
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