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Critical Writing



A complementary strategy to Frequent Small Group Purposeful Talk, this instructional strategy can be found in Sean Cain’s book, The Fundamental Five
 
At the end of a learning episode, invite learners to write using higher-order thinking skills.  This “seals” the learning in a reflective way.  It is another way to actively engage with learning.  Sometimes they are called “exit tickets” and can be given to the instructor(s) or sometimes they can remain with the learner.  Index cards and a solid prompt are all that is needed.

Some sample prompts:
· Before I thought, ___.  Now I know ___.
· I will practice what I just learned by…
· Learning this today inspires me to ___ next.
· Analogies:   ___ is like ___ because ___.
· 3-2-1:  Write 3 questions you still have, 2 predictions for next time, and 1 connection you made today. (there are many possibilities for what you choose for 3-2-1)

Choose prompts from the APPLY level or above of Bloom’s Taxonomy.[image: ]
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KNOWLEDGE: | | UNDERSTAND: APPLY: ANALYZE: EVALUATE: CREATE:
Define, Summarize, Solve, Contrast, Criticize, Design,
Identify, Interpret, Change, Connect, Reframe, Modify,

Describe, Classify, Relate, Relate, Judge, Role-Play,

Recognize, Compare, Complete, Devise, Defend, Develop,

Tell, Contrast, Use, Correlate, Appraise, Rewrite,
Explain, Infer, Sketch, Illustrate, Value, Pivot,
Recite, Relate, Teach, Distill, Prioritize, Modify,
Memorize, Extract, Articulate, Conclude, Plan, Collaborate,
Illustrate, Paraphrase, Discover, Categorize, Grade, Invent,
Quote Cite Transfer Take Apart Reframe Write
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