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pledge my head to clearer thinking,
y heartto greater loyalty,
y hands to larger service,
l/nd my health to better living,
or my club, my community,

y country, and my world.
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N3§69 Vanden Bosch Road - Kaukauna
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The Industry
Grow
Since 1965
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For more than 100
years, children across
the country have been
reciting this pledge as
members of 4-H.

According to the na-
tional 4-H website, A. B.
Graham started a youth
program in Clark County,
Ohio, in 1902, which is
considered the birth of
4-H in the United States.
The first club was called
“The Tomato Club”
or the “Corn Growing
Club.” T.A. Erickson of
Douglas County, Min-
nesota, started local ag-
ricultural after-school
clubs and fairs that
same year. Jessie Field
Shambaugh developed
the clover pin with an
H on each leaf in 1910,
and by 1912 they were
called 4-H clubs.

In 1914, the Coopera-
tive Extension System
was created with the
passage of the Smith-
Lever Act which, in turn,
created the Coopera-
tive Extension System
at USDA and national-
ized 4-H. By 1924, 4-H
clubs were formed and
the clover emblem was
adopted.

The Cooperative Ex-
tension System is a
partnership of the Na-
tional Institute of Food
and Agriculture (NIFA)
within the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture
(USDA), the 109 land-
grant universities and
more than 3,000 county
offices across the na-
tion. Cooperative Ex-
tension combines the
expertise and resources
of federal, state, and lo-
cal governments and
is designed to meet
the need for research,
knowledge and educa-
tional programs.

4-H began in Out-
agamie County on Sep-
tember 25, 1925, with
the first meeting of the
Wide Awake Forward
4-H Club in the Town

Dedicated leaders, enthusiastic members
equal a century of Outagamie County 4-H progress

PSS e A
Marion Wichman has
been a leader at the
Wide Awake Forward
4-H Club for more than
60 years. - Photo by
Rick Cohler

of Greenville through
the efforts of Mrs. John
Schoettler, according to
“Celebrating 75 years
of Outagamie 4-H.” By
1934, there were 21
clubs in Outagamie
County and today there
are 23 active clubs.

Not only is Wide
Awake Forward the old-
est club in the county,
Marion Wichman, who
was club leader for six
decades, claims the title
for being the leader with
the longest record of
service.

But Mrs. Wichman’s
involvement with 4-H
began long before she
was a leader.

“I started when I was
10 years old in 1941,”
she recalled. “I belonged
to the club until I was
21 then I was a project
leader for clothing proj-
ects and eventually be-
came a main leader. I
just completed my 62nd
year.”

Mrs. Wichman grew
up as Marion Sommers,
the daughter of Rein-
hard and Mildred on
an 80-acre farm in the
Town of Center.

“I took the home-ec
projects, clothing and
foods, showed sheep
and dairy at the county
fair and state fair.”

Mrs. Wichman has
seen a lot of changes
over the decades of 4-H.

“Way back, it was
mostly farm kids, and
gradually it became
more urban Kkids,” she
said. “They were more
involved then because
now they get busy in
sports and other activi-
ties at school.”

One memory she re-
called was when the
clubs were small and
met in members’ homes.

“We’d always meet on
a Friday night,” she re-
called. “The family that
had it served a great big
lunch, almost like a sup-
per and the kids would
run around outside and
play hide-and-seek after
the meeting. They were
neighbor kids that you
basically knew. Parents
came and the kids had
their meeting and it was
a social event.”

Mrs. Wichman said
she enjoys working with
the members.

“I like teaching them
to be responsible, when
they make a com-
mitment to carry it
through,” she said. “To
be honest and learn to
work with other people,
be good winners and
good losers and help
others.”

One of the things she
has always liked about
4-H is that the vari-
ety of projects allows
members to learn what
they like, and what they
don’t like.

“We had a girl who
took a houseplants proj-
ect and she found she
didn’'t like putting her
hands in dirt, she said.
“There’s nothing wrong
with finding out you
don’t like something.”

Two of her daughters
have also been leaders
in Wide Awake Forward.
Denise Buss has been a
project leader and Dar-
lene Schroth was the
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main leader until re-
cently.

Mrs. Wichman
wouldn’t trade her expe-
riences for anything.

“It’s been my life,” she
said.

While 4-H offers many
projects, the fair is the
annual highlight and
culmination of those
projects. The Outagamie
County Fair in Seymour
is one of the state’s pre-
mier fairs and boasts a
long relationship with
4-H.

Carl Schaumberg is
not only the current
president of the Outaga-
mie County Fair Board,
but has a long history
with 4-H as a member of
Wild Grove 4-H Club.

“I can remember
starting as a third
grader,” Schaumberg
said. “I took woodwork-
ing as my first project.
I made three things
that you wouldn’t make
any more; a door stop,
a window stop and a
stop for sawing boards.
I learned how to use a
cross-cut and a rip saw.
It was a lot of sanding
and a little varnish. If I
remember right, I won
a second and two third-
place ribbons.”

By his third year, he
was taking cattle to the
fair when he was about
13.

“I took one animal,”
Schaumberg said. “I
never took anything to
the fair which milked
but I continued taking
the offspring of the first
one I had.”

Schaumberg said his
grandmother, = Emma,
was a big influence in
his staying in 4-H.

“She always liked go-
ing to fairs,” he said. “I
guess it was also an en-
couragement to try dif-
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~ Mhereas, Thomas L. Bewick was appointed Wisconsin's first State Leader
of Boys and Girls’ 4-H Club Work with the new Cooperative Extension Service
in July 1914 and organized the first 4-H club under Cooperative Extension in
Walworth County in October 1914; and

3331;21-2215, 2014 marks the 100th anniversary of this unique partnership between
the counties of the state, the University of Wisconsin-Extension and Wisconsin 4-H

N
_5

Youth Development; and

shape their communities; and

26,2014 as

leaders for tomorrow.

Mherens, this partnership of University of Wisconsin campuses, the University
of Wisconsin-Extension and county-based 4-H Youth Development programs
embodies the true meaning of the "Wisconsin Idea" - that the resources of the uni-
versity shall be extended to the people of the state where they live and work; and

gﬂﬂhneas, Wisconsin 4-H Youth Development’s purpose is to help youth learn
leadership, citizenship and life skills, develop new skills, become leaders and help

;ngeteas, the vitality of today’s Wisconsin 4-H Youth Development program as
well as 4-H's national reputation as the largest out-of-school educational organiza-
tion can be credited to the men and women of vision who accepted the challenge
in 1914 to help grow 100 years of Wisconsin leaders; so

Nofo, Therefore, Be It Resolued that I, Thomas M. Nelson,

- Executive of Outagamie County, Wisconsin, do hereby proclaim Saturday, July

entennial Bay

in Outagamie County, and I call upon all citizens to recognize local 4-H Youth
Development Extension educators for their leadership, cooperation and support,
which allows the youth and families of Outagamie County and to apply the
research and knowledge of the University of Wisconsin to help build strong

ferent things.”

Schaumberg said 4-H
provided a basic back-
ground in everything.

“If you take the ani-
mal project, you have
the feeding and -care,
financial records and
competition,” he said.
“I can remember, as a
Wild Grove member, we
had one entire side of
what is now the open
class building at the
fairgrounds.”

Other memories in-
clude the trips, judging,
the citizen short course
in Washington, D.C., ju-
nior leaders and dances.

The highlight of the
year was taking a proj-
ect to the state fair in
West Allis.

“We’d go to state fair
and we’d stay in a dorm
with a  chaperone,”
Schaumberg said. “It
was a big experience.
Generally, older ones
were the ones who got
to go.”

Now as a long-time
fair board member and
currently its president,
Schaumberg is commit-
ted to keeping 4-H an
integral part of the Out-
agamie County Fair.

“The majority of ex-
hibits are from 4-H,”
Schaumberg said. “It's
probably the biggest
reason, other than our
open-class dairy show
that people come to the
fair to see an exhibit.

“The fairs in the state
are set up through the
Department of Agricul-
ture, Trade and Con-
sumer Protection. All
fair rules and premiums
are governed by state
law. County Extension
is pretty wide open as
to what they want to
have as far as programs.
We've always supported
whatever that’'s been. If

set my hand, this 26th of July in the year two
thousand fourteen

Jn Witness Thereof, [ have hereunto gﬂ

T |

Thofnas M. Nelson =l

Outagamie County Executive

they want to add a new
project we've been more
than happy to have
that.”

The money the fair re-
ceives from the county
is earmarked for youth,
though Schaumberg
said the fair spends
more than that allot-
ment on the junior fair.

Schaumberg said that
while there are a lot of
memories and history
in 4-H and the fair, it
remains a vital part to-
day’s life in Northeast-
ern Wisconsin.

“If there’s anyone who
wants to exhibit, not
only 4-H but open class,
we're always looking for
that,” he said. “If you
have something to ex-
hibit there is probably a
class for it.”

In order to have a
healthy 4-H program
in Outagamie County,
the organization needs
support from parents,
members, UW-Exten-
sion, which provides a
youth agent who works
with club leaders and
others to keep 4-H a vi-
brant organization.

Bill Shaw, Appleton,
was hired for that post
in 1966 and served for
about 30 years.

“I liked working with
the county’s resource
leader staff,” Shaw said.
“These are people who
have expertise in given
projects and they can
then teach other lead-
ers.

“I also enjoyed work-
ing with the main
leaders who deal with
organization and leader-

ship.”
Shaw added that an-
other highlight was

working with youth at
Camp Bird in Marinette
County.

County government
plays a role as well. As a
member of the Outaga-
mie County Board for
five years and as county
executive for 11 years,
Robert “Toby” Paltzer
was a good friend and
strong supporter of 4-H.

Paltzer was also a
long-time member of the
organization.

“When we started
we were in the Wood-
lawn 4-H Club,” Paltzer
said. “Woodlawn was a
school on Highway 47,
then when Grand Chute
built a town hall, we
moved there.” Paltzer
said there were a lot of
families involved in the
club. “Pretty well all
of the families on the
north side of Appleton
were all in it together. I
think that was how we
got started. Later, I was
club leader for a couple
years.”

After six-years in the
U.S. Army, Paltzer re-
turned to serve as a
dairy and poultry leader
in the club.

He and his wife, Carol,
were the poultry lead-
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ers for the Outagamie
County Fair when the
fowl was still housed in
a tent.

“That was kind of a
difficult time, because at
night sometimes some of
the chickens and rabbits
were stolen,” he recalled
with a chuckle. “It was
not secure. When they
built the new building
we were so happy! I can
remember being in that
tent with all those chick-
ens, ducks and turkeys.

“I was always big in
dairy and beef. Then
we started getting into
chickens, turkey and
ducks. My grandkids
exhibited chickens at
the fair.

As a leader in county
government, Paltzer
said he kept a close eye
on youth projects and
said he has seen a big
change in 4-H over the
years.

“Projects changed in
4-H and dog and cat
have become huge,”
Paltzer said. “More kids
want to take their dog
and cat and now they
have the small animal
projects like canary,
gerbils, guinea pigs that
kids can take to the fair.”

Paltzer served as a
mentor to the junior
leaders, 14-19 year olds,
for 25 years.

“I love talking to the
high school kids,” Paltz-
er said. “I learn so much

about them. “All the high
schools are different.
They all have different
programs and they all
talk to me about issues
with their high schools
so I was able to under-
stand teenage problems
as a county executive.”

Paltzer said he sees
4-H as an excellent way
to bring up children to
become strong, respon-
sible adults.

“I have seen some
dynamic young people
leave 4-H and they get
married. I see them in
the store with two little
kids and they're teach-
ers and they're firefight-
ers and theyre police
officers and you see how
they really developed
and grew. It gives me a
great satisfaction that
once upon a time they
were in a 4-H club.”

Former Outagamie County Executive Toby Paltzer
exhibited chickens at the fair when he was a boy.
Photo courtesy Toby Paltzer
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Join
the

CLUB.

4-H Club Meeting Date | Time Location Lucky Horseshoes 1st Tuesday 6:00 p.m. Shiocton High School
Bent Arrow 1st Monday 6:00 p.m. FVTC Room A161A New Horizons 2nd Tuesday 7:30 p.m. Black Creek Comm. Center
B-Square 1st Monday 6:45 p.m. Greenville Town Hall North Star 2nd Sunday 1:00 p.m. Nichols Community Center
Buchanan Badgers | 2nd Monday 7:00 p.m. St. Al's, Kaukauna Oneida Falling Leaves | 1st Thursday 6:00 p.m. 1729 Ranch Rd, Oneida
Busy Badgers 2nd Tuesday 6:30 p.m. VFW Hall, New London On the Go 2nd Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Freedom VFW

Busy Bears 1st Monday 7:00 p.m. Jarvais’ Home Shooting Stars 2nd Monday 6:30 p.m. Seymour Middle School
Country Slickers 1st Thursday 6:30 p.m. Greenville Town Hall Smile Awhile 1st Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Freedom VFW

Crystal Star 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m. Osborn Town Hall Valley Eagles 2nd Monday 6:00 p.m. Little Chute Village Hall
Dream Catchers 2nd Monday 6:30 p.m. Appleton Public Library Wide Awake Forward | 1st Monday 6:30 p.m. Center Town Hall

Fairview 1st Monday 6:30 p.m. Black Creek Town Hall Wild Grove 3rd Monday 7:30 p.m. Seymour Middle School
Fast Trackers 1st Monday 6:30 p.m. Ellington Com. Center Wolf River Beavers 2nd Monday 6:30 p.m. Main Town Hall

Liberty Local-Motions| 2nd Monday 6:00 p.m. Liberty Town Hall Woodlawn 1st Thursday 6:30 p.m. FVTC

The future holds innovation based on
the solid founding principles of 4-H

Continue to Look to the Stars
fora Brlght FutureI

Anntoermhl.’

ORION LABELS,!LLc

207 Morrow Street
$_ Seymour, WI 54165

020-833-11735>

L he 4-H program has
come a long ways in the
past century, and the
organization continues
to change.

It still remains a key
part of rural life with
kids raising livestock,
learning about agricul-
ture and at the same
time, embracing music,
sports, drama, art and
technology.

Casey Plamann, the
4-H youth development

In the area of agricul-
ture, Plamann said 4-H
is embracing the tech-
nology which dominates
nearly all facets of mod-
ern life.

“You look at the emer-
gent technology in grow-
ing crops and the ani-
mal husbandry side of
it,” Plamann said. “Herd
management, genetics,
you name it. It all goes
into play and the kids
are a lot more savvy on
that stuff.

“From a non-ag per-

fastest growing area,
Those kids have inter-
ests that are just as di-
verse as the programs
we have so we try to
meet that.

“Right now our big
thing out there is our
science, technology, en-
gineering and math or
STEM initiative. We offer
robotic  programming.
You are seeing the tech-
nology trend is emerging
throughout and I think
as we go forward, that’s
what we're going to see.”

director, was asked what
4-H might look like when
it celebrates 200 years.

“First and foremost,
the one thing we always
try to do is continue to
reach back to the histor-
ical principles which got
4-H started,” Plamann
said. “You look at the
pledge with Head, Heart,
Hands and Health as the
core principles. We're
progressive in nature,
but we try to never for-
get our history and what
the roots always are and
that’s preparing our
young people to be pro-
ductive members of soci-
ety as they move forward
in life.”

spective, which is our

WAY!

Seymour 4 H.
Cluh

Members of Seymour 4-H pictured at the Seymour
IGA store. - Photo courtesy of Seymour Commu-
nity Museum
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By Greg Ylvisaker

Reporter

4 s 4-H celebrates it's
centennial as an organiza-
tion, North Star 4-H in Nich-
ols is celebrating 62 years.

Much has changed since
North Star formed. What start-
ed out in the countrysides of
America has now gone main-
stream.

Long ago it was all about the
animals and agriculture. Now,
it truly has something for ev-
eryone with opportunities for
kids to learn about computers
and robotics. It’s truly an orga-
nization for everyone.

Lu Ann Peters is the leader
of North Star 4-H. She got in-
volved because her children
wanted to get involved with
animals. Her oldest son was al-
lowed to join the local club and
he got into cattle initially.

More than 30 years later, Pe-
ters is still involved with the or-
ganization. It is quite common
for people who join 4-H as chil-
dren to stay involved for life.

Peters said she enjoyed
watching the kids do well, but
also seeing them learn from not
winning.

4853 - Pl

“It's a learning ex-
perience,” said Pe-
ters. “The kids need
to understand that working
with the animals isn’t always
easy but working hard will get
them where they want to be. It’s
fun to see the kids do well but
I don’t really like to see them
win right away because then it
seems too easy. They need to
understand that they're not go-
ing to get the Blue Ribbon ev-
ery year.”

Peters said that 4-H offers
many benefits as children grow
and move on into adult life. 4-H
is recognized all over the nation
and is an excellent resume bul-
let. Individuals can only com-
pete in 4-H until they turn 18,
but once they reach 18, 4-H
will allow them the opportunity
to begin taking on leadership
and mentoring roles which will
help them as they move into
whatever role life has in store.

She also touched on the
fact that 4-H, though widely
thought of as a farming orga-
nization has evolved into some-
thing more.

“4-H has expanded so much
over the years, it’s not just for
the country kids,” she said.
“There are so many other proj-
ects from aerospace and ro-
botics to cooking and canning
that are great for kids who

,zs

4

opportunities.

don’t have those experiences.
There’s such a wide variety of
opportunities for all ages and
backgrounds.”

North Star just celebrated its
62nd year of existence with a
picnic with the help of Laurene
Ferge and Lucille Letter, both
alums, and Peters’ daughter,
Linda Reif. After a microfilm
search, invitations were sent
to as many past members as
could be found.

“The picnic was great as
members came from all dif-
ferent years,” Peters said. “We
had a great time visiting and
we enjoyed a pie auction with
auctioneer Jerry Fuss, also an
alumnus.”

Peters added that it was good
to see how the current active
members have kept the club
moving into present times and
setting it up to move into the
future.

“People were very happy to
see that we've kept the club go-
ing in the local area,” said Pe-
ters.

The club meets on the sec-
ond Sunday of the month at
the Nichols Community Center.
The club holds a bake sale at
Nichols Days and has a float in
the Christmas parade.

For more information, call Lu
Ann Peters at 525-5000.

A Hap

Wisconsin 4-H Youth Development will spend 2014 celebrating 100 years of positive youth development
programming. Since 1914, Wisconsin 4-H has helped youth grow the leadership, critical thinking and
communications skills necessary to be successful in a constantly changing world.

]
"
|
Wisconsin 4-H Youth Development is part of the UW-Extension, and 4-H programs are delivered in =
i
o

All Wisconsin 4-H programs are supported by the hard work of more than 20,000 youth and adult vol-
unteers. Wisconsin 4-H programs continue to emphasize lifelong learning, and programs are available
for all interests including science, technology, engineering and math (STEM), agriculture and animal
science, arts and communications, leadership, healthy living, international exchange and more.

We Are Proud To Support The
Local 4-H Clubs!

HOME

BUSINESS
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North Star 4-H
celebrates 62 years

Sta Marcks loves 4-H

and all it does for her

my name is Stacy

Marcks, and I am with
Fast Trackers 4-H Club.
I have been in 4-H for
three years and I am in
fourth grade. I love to do
projects and earn rib-
bons for doing a good
job. I enjoy our meetings
every month and like
the fun “getting to know
each other.

I participated in the
Music Festival last year

py. Birthday.
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100 Years or Growing Wisconsin Leaders

partnership with the U.S. Department of Agriculture and federal, state and local governments.

Just seven youth attended the first 4-H club meeting in Walworth County on Oct. 30, 1914. Today, more
than 35,000 youth are enrolled as community club members, and nearly 50,000 young people are
involved in 4-H through in-school and after-school clubs, day camps, mentoring programs and other
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and enjoyed working
with everyone. I look for-
ward to the years ahead
and being able to do
more with my group to
help others learn about
4-H and how much fun
it is and do more stuff
with Fast Trackers to
help our community. I
can’t wait to bring more
projects to the fair this
year.
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Fdﬂlily Insurance Center, Inc.

Eric DeBruin, Chad Van Camp, Darren Van Camp

Offering you licensed customer service staff

1017 Orchard Drive, Seymour (920) 833-6802




greetings from B-
Square 4-H club,
we are one of the larger
4-H clubs in Outaga-
mie County. Most of our
membership resides in
the Town of Greenville
and surrounding com-
munities. As back to
school supplies are rap-
idly falling off shelves,
fall sports are getting
under way and the
looming school year is
ready to get back in ses-
sion, 4-H is also once
again enrolling members
across the state.

This month com-
pletes another year for
B-Square 4-H club,
and what an exciting
year it has been. Club
members, leaders and
parents are very active
throughout the year. In
September, election of
officers are held as well
as new and re-enroll-
ment of members.

October brings us
Fright Night with the
Greenville Civic Club.
Our club members par-
ticipate as “actors” in
the haunted hallways of
the Greenville park pa-
vilion. Come December,

- Custom slaughtering and processing

e Retail Cuts

you will find many of our
members ringing bells
in Greenville support-
ing the Salvation Army,
making gifts for Brews-
ter Village and running a
food drive at our Christ-
mas Potluck for Fox Val-
ley Humane Society.

In the winter months,
you will find many of
our members practicing
their acting skills to per-
form in the Drama Fes-
tival held every March.

Including
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Featuring a wide
variety of meat cuts

BEEF OR
PORK

SMOKED PRODUCTS ALSO AVAILABLE = ]
(sold by the pound, quarters or halves) s
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And if they are not act-
ing, they are dribbling
basketballs  practicing
for the annual county
4-H basketball tourna-
ment the last weekend
in March.

A major highlight this
year, in accordance with
the anniversary of 4-H
in Wisconsin, several of
our club members and
leaders as well as over
800 other 4-H’ers trav-
eled to Madison to tour

K
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3.5 Miles East of Freedom WI on Cty. S

the capital and meet
with state representa-
tives. Miss Bailey Korth
was excited to meet
Duey Stroebel and tour
Dave Murphy's office.

Of course, the high-
light of the year is show-
casing all the hard work
and dedication to the
projects each members
carries throughout the
year at the Outagamie
County Fair. There were
lots of Grand Champi-
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WE ALSO HAVE A VARIETY OF CHEESES

Visit our website WWW.roskommeats.com

Joe & Faye Diedrich
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ons, Award of Merits
and blue ribbons award-
ed to B-Square mem-
bers. Sarah and Anna
Shepro, Abby Richards,
Taia Littmann, Sara
Boughton, Olivia, Ema-
lie and Alicia Thern and
Chloe Skrober all had
projects selected to be
shown at the Wisconsin
State Fair.

Projects are not the
only fun thing in 4-H.
Through the UWEX and
4-H many trips are of-
fered for 4-H'ers. This
year Sarah Shepro and
Seth Harrmann had the
opportunity to “Experi-
ence the History of the
American Spirit.” They
toured the east coast for
10 days with a selection
of delegates from the
east side of Wisconsin.
Bruce Teale attended
Space Camp in Alabama
in April and found what
it is like to be in zero
gravity and be a com-
mander of a shuttle for
a day. Sara Harrmann,
Kaitlyn Schlueter and
Autumn Mulroy attend-
ed the WI 4-H Youth
conference in Madi-
son with other 4-H'ers

B-Square 4-H has a busy year

around the state. Abby
Richards attended a
leadership  conference
and brought back valu-
able skills for the club.
Several members of the
club attended Camp Up-
ham Woods in the Dells
area for five days. And
let’s not forget all the lo-
cal parades, events and
even Breakfast on the
Farm that had 4-H well
represented.

Who can join 4-H?
Anyone age 5 year Kin-
dergarten through grade
13. Members younger
than third grade are
called Cloverbuds. They
can participate at the
fair and try their hands
at all the projects. This
year, we were sad to
graduate out five great
members, Justin Earll,
Rachel Fair, Mackenzie
Jentz, Emailie Thern
and Amy Vander Zan-
den. Most of these mem-
bers have been in 4-H
since kindergarten and
will now continue as
adult leaders.

If you are interested in
joining 4-H please call
the UWEX at (920)832-
5123.
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920.766.1657 or 920.337.0332
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I Spend*50 Or More On Retail Product |

and receive one

I POUND OF GROUND CHUCK

FREE

I Coupon Good Only At Roskom Meats - One Coupon Per Customer - Offer Expires November 15, 2014
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We are Proud

To Support

and continue to be
Active Members of



